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Western Working to Secure
Local, Reliable Water Supply

What’s Inside:
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District investing millions in infrastructure
projects to make it happen
Western provides nearly 29 billion gallons of water each year to customers in
western Riverside County. Many may not realize that most of that water is
imported from Northern California and the Colorado River. Because it must
travel so far, imported water costs more and may be less reliable than locally
sourced water from time to time.
That’s why Western is working diligently to secure more local water to meet
the current and future needs of our community. Local water will help the
District become more self-sufficient, keep rates stable and ensure there is a
reliable water source during droughts or other supply emergencies.
(continued on page 5)

Building Sale
Western has sold its
450 E. Alessandro
building and gardens.
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A Better Solution
All Californians deserve
clean water—learn about
Western’s vision for that.
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Western at Work
Meet the District’s
new Deputy General
Manager Tim Barr.

Western put its vacant
property on the
market in July 2017,
and the County of
Riverside closed
escrow in April 2018.

County of Riverside Buys Western’s
Former Headquarters
Sale will help boost eﬃciency and cut costs
Western has sold the vacant property that once housed its headquarters to the County of Riverside for $2.95
million—a move that will cut operating costs to help keep water rates as stable as possible for customers.
“Selling Western’s vacant property is just one of the many ways we are working to be efficient with customer dollars
and be fiscally responsible,” said Western's General Manager Craig Miller. “This sale will put us in a better position to
serve our customers.”
The property on Alessandro Boulevard in Riverside was Western’s headquarters from 1986 to 2010, when it could no
longer house all the staff it needed to. Since then, the property had been leased and its value has steadily climbed in
recent years, which was a big motivation to sell it.
The sale of the property also means that Western closed its Landscapes Southern California Style SM garden, which
opened 30 years ago to teach people about water-efficient landscaping. This move gives Western the opportunity to
reboot its educational outreach programs.
“When the garden was built, it showcased plants and irrigation that were not readily available in our region at that
time,” Miller said. “We now have the unique opportunity to re-engage our customers through new education
programs both online and at other locations at a lower cost, which is a win-win for our customers.”
Moving forward, Western will increase its event offerings, including an annual water education festival and Master
Gardener series. Western is also considering collaborations to create community gardens that are water-efficient, or
educational centers dedicated to water conservation.
As part of this process, Western is remembering the Landscapes Southern California Style SM garden by moving
keepsakes from the garden and documenting its history. In fact, the garden has inspired an educational
landscaping project at the District’s Meridian Parkway facility, which will highlight today’s water
conservation standards and demonstrate more modern irrigation technologies and
landscape materials.
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A Better Way to Bring Clean Water to
All Californians Rather than implementing a new tax, Western supports creating
Small Water Authorities to better serve areas of the state that
lack quality tap water

While most Californians have access to safe and reliable
drinking water, there are still more than 300 water
systems in the state that are non-compliant and fail to
deliver water that meets public health standards. Vast
majorities of these systems are privately owned and
located throughout the Central Valley in rural,
disadvantaged communities.
Western supports every Californian having access to a
clean and reliable water supply, and we believe that a
solution should address the root cause of the failing
systems—often a lack of technical, managerial, or
financial experience—before determining any type of
funding mechanism.

improvements for non-compliant systems in other parts of
the state. For Western’s customers, the estimated tax would
be a fee of anywhere from about a dollar per month for
residential customers with a 3/4-inch meter and up to $10
per month for commercial customers with a 12-inch meter.
Western believes that failing systems need a better solution
to operate safely and responsibly, without the need for a
new tax.
(continued on page 6)

Legislation (SB 623 and a related Brown Administration
Budget Trailer Bill) has been proposed, seeking
to implement the first ever “Water Tax” that
would collect funds from ratepayers
throughout the state to fund

Many areas of California lack
quality tap water. Western
believes that creating Small
System Water Authorities in
these areas will allow
them to start delivering
clean water in a reliable
way, without the need for a
new water tax.
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Western at Work:

Water Education and Engagement
Drive New Deputy
General Manager Tim Barr
He has served the District for nearly 30 years,
often in public-facing roles
Western has named Tim Barr its new deputy general manager. Over his
nearly 30 years with Western, Barr has worn many hats, including roles in
water education, the demonstration garden, community affairs, conservation
and water resources. Through it all, he has been driven by a desire to help the
public better connect with Western’s mission.
“I appreciate it most when I have imparted information about Western’s
services – our programs or projects – and an individual in the audience has
an aha moment,” he said. It is that passion, coupled with his extensive
experience, which makes Tim an ideal fit for deputy general manager.
“Tim brings a perfect combination of District knowledge, leadership skills,
and water expertise that will benefit our customers and the Western team,”
said General Manager Craig Miller.
In his role as deputy general manager, Tim oversees long-term planning,
policies and budgets for Western’s service area of nearly 1 million customers
across 527 square miles in western Riverside County. He will also oversee
Western’s water resources, engineering and operations teams.
And naturally, he still plans to educate and engage the community however
he can. “I am proud to tell others that my coworkers repair leaks at all hours
of the night and make sure water flows 24/7,” he said. “I am truly humbled to
represent the Western family in my new capacity and eager to continue all
the great work this District has achieved so far.”

“The feeling of
successfully increasing
the water knowledge
or awareness of
someone else keeps
me motivated.”
-Tim Barr

In the years ahead, Western will be wrestling with multiple regional projects,
compliance with new groundwater legislation, changes to efficient water use
standards, and a growing demand for water.
Tim has lived with his wife and family in Temecula for nearly 25 years where
he enjoys the unique blending of community with both agricultural and
urban interests.
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STERLING PUMP STATION Project Map
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Western’s investment of millions of dollars in
infrastructure projects over the next several years will
jumpstart this important plan. Though each project may
seem to stand alone, they form a collective effort to
create an enhanced network of water sources.
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The La Sierra Pipeline (LSP) project, which broke ground
in June 2017, is one of Western’s largest infrastructure
projects. The five-mile underground pipeline being built
along La Sierra Avenue will transport water from the two
area desalters, to the Sterling Reservoir and then to
customers’ taps upon completion in fall 2019.
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Construction on the Sterling Pump Station, located in the Riverside Business Park on Sterling Avenue
in Riverside, began this spring and will have the technology needed to propel locally sourced water
uphill to several points along the new pipeline.

ARLINGTON DESALTER
7,200 AFY*

*Acre feet per year

The third project to start this spring was the
Victoria Recharge Basin, which is located in
Riverside at the intersection of Victoria Avenue
and Jackson Street. The basin will capture storm
water runoff that would otherwise be lost and
redirect it to the recharge basin where it
percolates through the ground naturally to
replenish groundwater supplies. This
groundwater will be used to sustain long-term
production at the Arlington Desalter.

CHINO DESALTER
3,500 AFY*

LA SIERRA PIPELINE

STERLING PUMP STATION
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CRITICAL STEPS TOWARD HELPING REGION
MEET CURRENT AND FUTURE WATER NEEDS

$36M INVESTMENT BY WESTERN

REDUCES RELIANCE
ON IMPORTED WATER

%

The Chino and Arlington Desalters are Western’s
work horses when it comes to securing the local
water supply. They extract local groundwater and
use reverse osmosis to purify it into clean drinking
water. The Chino Desalter was recently expanded
and capacity at the Arlington Desalter will also be
expanded once the Victoria Recharge Basin is
completed.
Collectively, these innovative projects are a
critical step toward reducing the region’s reliance
on imported water.
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A Better Way to Bring Clean
Water to All Californians

Western Municipal
Water District

(continued from page 3)

Craig Miller

As an effort to develop a long-term solution, Eastern Municipal Water District
(EMWD) and the California Municipal Utilities Association have co-sponsored
Assembly Bill (AB) 2050, the Small System Water Authority Act of 2018.
AB 2050 allows for the merger of multiple, non-compliant water systems that
may be close in general proximity, into larger and more robust systems that can
operate collectively at lower costs overall. These new special districts would be
known as “Small System Water Authorities,” and will help provide all Californians
with access to safe and reliable drinking water, now and into the future.
These newly formed Small System Water Authorities would then have better
financing opportunities due to a larger customer base, with increased access to
state grants and municipal bonds or other funding mechanisms that are
historically used by larger public agencies. They would also be held to strict
standards, which would ensure funds
are used appropriately to develop
necessary infrastructure to
address contamination issues
so that safe and affordable
water is delivered to rural
Californians.
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Follow us!

Forward your comments and suggestions
to the Community Aﬀairs Oﬃce
at the above address or via email
to outreach@wmwd.com
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